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As a 501(c)(3) Not-for-profit Organization, we could not accomplish the things that you will read about in this Annual Report 
without the generous support of  Friends members, volunteers, Foundations, Donors and FWS. Thank you so much to all 
of  you for making it possible for us to achieve our Mission of  supporting Tualatin River National Wildlife Refuge! We look 
forward to partnering with you in the future to continue this important work.

Photo Credits - Large cover photo and back cover photos by Bjorn Fredrickson
All other photos: Friends of the Refuge or USFWS unless otherwise noted.



As I look back on the many events and projects 
related to our Friends group over the past fiscal 
year, I am struck by the number and extent of  
the changes that have taken, and are continuing 
to, take place.

Perhaps the most dramatic changes are related 
to the Portland Vancouver area Refuges having 
received official recognition as part of  the 
Urban Conservation Program. As most of  you 
know, Kim Strassburg, who was our Visitor 
Services Manager, was the lead for our Region 
on this transition. In order for Kim to dedicate 
herself  to that challenge, Refuge Manager Erin 
Holmes arranged for a series of  “detailees” to 
fill the Visitor Services slot. For most of  this 
year, we have seen FWS personnel from other 
refuges cycle through for a month or two at a 
time. While this has been quite confusing for 
many of  our volunteers, I am proud of  the way 
our Friends have continued to accomplish our goals while dealing 
with a variety of  VS Managers. Thank you all for seeing this 
through.

The most recent change was for FWS to bring on board Mark 
Newell from Oregon Department of  Fish and Wildlife. Mark 
will be with us for the next six months, after which a new FWS 
person should be hired to take on the VS Manager position in a 
“permanent” position.

Other changes in personnel were in the Biology program. Long-
time Refuge Biologist Pete Schmidt left to become the Refuge 
Manager at Ruby Lake NWR in Nevada. He has now been 
replaced by Curt Mykut, formerly with Ducks Unlimited and 
a part time FWS employee working at Wapato Lake. Trevor 
Sheffels-- who went from Bio Tech to Friends Biology, Restoration 
and Habitat Coordinator-- is now back in a permanent Bio-Tech 
position with FWS. The Friends have hired Sarah Williams, who 
had been serving as a volunteer in our Bio/Restoration/Habitat 
projects as our new Habitat Projects Leader.

Another transition took place within our volunteer leadership 
when Berk Moss, the first and, until this change, only 
Environmental Education Chair for Friends, stepped down. 
Tom Hartz has now taken on this very important task and the 
transition is going very smoothly.

Rachel Dunham was hired last spring as the new Friends Wildlife 
Center and Interpretation Coordinator. She is working hand in 
hand with her Friends supervisor Sharon Miller, the Friends 
Environmental Education Coordinator Jenna Mendenhall, 
and with the FWS personnel who have been filling the Visitor 
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2015 Annual Report
Friends of Tualatin River National Wildlife Refuge

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
2014-2015: A Year of Transitions

Services position.

The Friends office has continued 
to hum along under our 
Administrative Assistant, Bonnie 
Anderson, and office volunteer, 
Dawn Carovano.

Eva Kristofik came on Board this 
year as the new Deputy Manager 
for FWS. She had served a detail 
in that position last year so she 
came on board already knowing 
a lot about our refuge and the 
position she was taking on. She 
has been a quiet force, especially 
this summer as Refuge Manager 
Erin Holmes left for a two month 
detail at Arctic NWR in Alaska.

Somehow, in the midst of  all of  
this transition, the Friends continued to accomplish some 
pretty amazing things:

• See the restoration report for a description of  the 
restoration of  10 acres of  land on South Riverboat 
unit that involved partnering with a variety of  funders 
and volunteers to plant over 13,000 trees and shrubs 
in January through March. Mary French, Friends 
Restoration Chair, and Trevor Sheffels, at that time 
Friends Bio/Habitat/Restoration Coordinator, made 
this happen with planting days every Wednesday and 
Saturday for three months. The Restoration team also 
hosted a very successful National Public Lands Day 
event at TRNWR.

• This year’s Native Plant Sale was bigger and better 
than ever, bringing in more funding for the Tualatin 
River Bird Festival (TRBF).

• The TRBF was another successful event—our 19th 
year—with a noticeable increase in participation by 
Native Americans, Hispanics, and other communities 
that reflect the diversity of  the region. We hope that 
everyone who comes to enjoy the Festival returns often 
to enjoy and support the refuge. Look for the TRBF 
report for more about that event.

• Take a look at the Photo Society Report to learn about 
the wonderful nature photography workshop with 
award-winning nature photographer, Paul Bannick. This 
was a sell-out event enjoyed by members of  the Society 
as well as other nature photographers from the region.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
Submitted by Willem Stoeller, FOR Board Treasurer

as of September 30, 2015
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With one month remaining in the current fiscal year, 
the financial condition of  the Friends organization is 
better than forecasted in the FY2015 budget. Total cash 
balances as of  September 30 (The month of  September 
2015 has been partly estimated) are approximately 
$138,539 ($43,620 of  which is restricted, approximately 
$78,919 of  which is unrestricted). 

Accounts Receivable: Restricted Grants is $20,000, 
a reduction from a $33,630 balance this same time 
last year. This reduction is due in part to the timing 
of  grants being awarded, however it is expected that 
cooperative Federal/Agency grants in the total amount 
of  $138,000 will be formally awarded early FY2016. 
These cooperative grants will cover payroll and other 

• We hosted a drawing day for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Junior Duck Stamp Program, bringing in a 
local art teacher who assisted students with creating 
their entry for the competition. Judging for this year’s 
regional competition took place at Tualatin River NWR 
with judging and prizes awarded and a beautiful exhibit 
that graced the walls of  the Riparian Room for several 
months. We are looking forward to having this program 
expand in the future.

• Blair Anderson, our Junior Volunteer extraordinaire, 
was selected as the local Kohl’s Kids who Care Program 
winner. Way to go, Blair!

• Board members participated in a phone-a-thon to 
contact previous members who would no longer be 
receiving notices of  the expiration of  their membership 
due to the new website/database platform we are using. 
Over 200 previous members were contacted and updated.

• And talk about expanding programs, this year’s 
nature camp attracted 48 campers, a gaggle of  Junior 
Assistants—mostly previous campers who had aged 
out of  our camp but still wanted to be involved—and a 
wealth of  dedicated volunteers who work diligently to 
make this camp happen each year. Tom Hartz serves as 
Camp Chair and Charlie Graham is the Camp Director.

• We continue to monitor the potential damage to 
refuge lands that could result from the building of  Poole 
Quarry. Board Members John Marsh, Michelle Miller, 
and Peter Paquet have all helped us keep an eye on 
and understand this issue. One of  the most important 
responsibilities of  our Friends organization is to 
advocate for the well-being of  our refuge.

Our Refuge Manager has been a real champion of  
getting Friends members and volunteers out to units 
of  the refuge that are not ordinarily open to the public 
by organizing several members-only “behind the signs” 

tours. This experience enables us to better understand the 
complexity of  the refuge we serve.

Friends also received a grant from National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation to host a “Peer to Peer” workshop. With the help 
of  representatives of  other area Friends groups and Refuges, 
we put together a two-day—Friday afternoon through Sunday 
morning—training that involved approximately 70 Friends and 
FWS staff  from 10 refuges and our Regional Office networking 
and learning from each other and experts in topics they had 
chosen. We enjoyed the support of  National FWS, with Joanna 
Webb, National Friends Coordinator and Karen Leggett, writer 
and editor for National FWS publications present. National 
Wildlife Refuge Association sponsored the Saturday evening social 
event and sent Desiree Sorenson-Groves, VP of  Governmental 
Affairs, and our own Joan Patterson, Grassroots Coordinator, to 
participate in the training.

Somehow, through all of  this, we have also put together our new 
Friends Partnership Agreement with FWS. This document, 
which will soon be ready for signatures, will replace our previous 
Memorandum of  Understanding and will guide the relationship 
between Friends of  TRNWR and our FWS Staff. 

As I step away from the Presidency of  this amazing organization, 
I am thrilled to see it moving ahead and gathering strength 
for even greater activities in the future. Thank you all for your 
commitment and dedication to Friends. It has been a great honor 
to serve as your President these past five years!
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Peer to Peer Workshop at TRNWR, August 2015

costs of  the four FOR employees.

The Nature’s Overlook Store operation is 30% ahead of  budget 
and has contributed $19,821 to the Friends organization. 

The budget for next fiscal year (FY2016) is more ambitious 
than this year’s budget due to the number of  FOR employees, a 
branding program shared with USFWS and direct assistance to 
the TRNWR. Details can be found in the FY2016 budget below. 

As was the case last year, however, there will be a continuing 
need to identify new grant resources to sustain the growth of  our 
programs. 

I would not be able to fulfill my role as treasurer without the much 
appreciated help from Dawn Carovano and Bonnie Anderson.
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Statement of Financial Position as of September 30, 2015

Statement of Income and Expenses for FY2015
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Approved Budget for FY2016
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the refuge as a volunteer in December of  2014, Sarah 
worked on bird management and research with the 
National Park Service on Alcatraz Island. We are happy 
to welcome Sarah to our team. She spends much of  her 
time in the field, but be sure to say hi if  you see her 
around!

Grants
The Friends and USFWS jointly worked on several 
grant applications over the past year, and the following 
grants were funded:

• $10,000 – The Reser Family Foundation
 o South Riverboat habitat restoration project
• $25,000 – Metro Nature in Neighborhoods
 o South Riverboat habitat restoration project
• $15,000 – US Fish and Wildlife Service Regional Office
 o Staff  time devoted to invasive species control and 

education
• $11,000 – US Fish and Wildlife Service Inventory and 
Monitoring
 o Wapato Lake botanical inventory and herbarium
• $10,000 – US Fish and Wildlife Service State Office
 o Lamprey and western pearlshell mussel monitoring
• $6,000 – US Fish and Wildlife Service Regional Office
 o Student Conservation Association (SCA) intern for 

invasive species control

Second Saturday Work Parties
Monthly Second Saturday work parties were held every 
month except December.  Winter months focused on 
the South Riverboat restoration projects, while most 
months focused on various invasive species control 
projects. The Friends are also partnering with REI for 
the second consecutive year to host a National Public 
Lands Day work party at the refuge for the September 
Second Saturday work party. 

Habitat Restoration at South Riverboat Unit
Nearly 500 volunteers donated more than 2,550 hours of  their 
time this winter to make our habitat restoration project at 
the South Riverboat unit a huge success. A total of  17 people, 
including some Friends members, were trained to be crew leaders 
for the project. Volunteers and staff  planted over 12,000 native 
trees and shrubs in the upland habitat which formerly housed a 
commercial tree farm, and did quality work at that! Even with 
the extremely dry summer, our planting sites are hanging in 
there! Volunteer groups from all walks of  life got the chance to 
participate; from seasoned environmental workers to new faces 
who put their first ever plant in the ground for this project. The 
site is being maintained by a group of  volunteers and quarterly 
photos are being taken to track the progress of  the site. The 
planted area will provide great upland habitat for the wildlife found 
along the Tualatin River and is part of  a larger effort to restore 
the Tualatin River Watershed. The Friends received generous 
grants from The Reser Family Foundation and Metro Regional 
Government to make this restoration a reality. We would like to 
thank all of  our volunteers and community partners including; 
The Reser Family Foundation, Metro, Symposium Coffee, Sesame 
Donuts, Friends of  Trees, the Nature Conservancy, Intel, Tualatin 
Riverkeepers, Clean Water Services, and Cascade Education Crew 
for donating time and resources to the project; we couldn’t have 
done it with all of  your support! 

Staff
This July, Trevor Sheffels, the former Friends Habitat Restoration 
and Biological Coordinator transitioned back to the USFWS as a 
Biological Technician. We would like to thank Trevor for all of  
his hard work this past year and are happy that he will be sticking 
around the refuge! This transition left a gap in the Restoration 
Committee and the Friends were able to bring on Sarah 
Williams, the summer invasive management intern, as the new 
Habitat Restoration Specialist. Sarah received a B.S. in Wildlife 
Conservation Biology from the University of  California, Davis, 
just 30 minutes away from where she grew up. Before coming to 
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RESTORATION COMMITTEE
Mary French, FOR Board Member; Trevor Sheffels, Habitat Restoration and Biological 

Coordinator (Former); and Sarah Williams, Habitat Restoration Specialist 

Thanks to all the individuals and groups that came out to help us meet our goal of 12,000 native 
trees planted on the South Riverboat Unit!

A young volunteer gets her hands (and nose) dirty during a planting party. 5



It has been another busy year in 
the Wildlife Center and Nature’s 
Overlook! Over 25,000 people 
have come into the building to ask 
questions, use the spotting scope, 
check out the exhibits and shop in 
the store. And, that doesn’t even 
count all the people who come 
for meetings or activities in the 
Riparian Room or the Classroom 
and enter through those doors.

Visitors this year have come from at 
least 38 states and several Canadian 

provinces, plus Japan, Belgium, Germany, England, 
Guatemala, Romania, South Korea, Australia, Holland and 
Taiwan. Not everyone signs the guest book, so we know 
we have visitors from other places as well. Some of  those 
people are here visiting friends or relatives, but many 
simply find us when they are looking for natural areas to 
visit. Many are birders who hope to see species not found 
in their local areas.

Perhaps more important, we are being discovered by more 
and more people from Sherwood, Tigard and surrounding 
communities. Whether it’s our outreach efforts, word-
of-mouth or just people who see the sign as they drive 
by, nearly each day there is a “first timer,” and they are 
always surprised and amazed at what they find.

Between the interpretive exhibits, the videos, the photo 
gallery displays, and the great view from the windows, 
there is a lot to interest visitors. One of  the biggest 
attractions is the eagles’ nest visible from the Wildlife 
Center windows. We were disappointed this year that our 
resident Bald Eagles did not produce an eaglet. That has 
been a huge draw in the past, with some local folks coming 
almost every day to watch the eaglet mature and get ready 
to fledge. 

Our retail store, Nature’s Overlook, has continued to have 
strong sales. This year, gross income was about $54,000, 
at slightly over 50% profit. Our buyers, George Burnett 

WILDLIFE CENTER & NATURE’S OVERLOOK SALES OUTLET 
Sharon Miller, FOR Board Member
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for gifts and general merchandise and Kristie Al-Rashidi for books, 
do a great job selecting items to sell. They are part of  the team 
that manages the store, along with Sharon Miller, who handles the 
business functions. Overall direction for the store comes from the 
aptly named Store Committee, headed by Cheryl Hart.

One of  the unique aspects of  the store is the Crafty Friends, a 
group of  talented volunteers who donate handmade items for us to 
sell. This year we sold 127 of  their creations, for a total of  $1645. 
In addition to their handiwork, they donate almost all of  their 
materials. Popular items include aprons, placemats, jewelry, and knit 
hats. We are always grateful for all they contribute to the store.

Keeping the Wildlife Center open six days a week takes 4368 
person-hours each year, and that requires a lot of  volunteers. The 
Wildlife Center is staffed completely by volunteers, a core group 
of  about 25 people who work at least two 4-hour shifts each 
month. Wildlife Center volunteers are the “face” of  the Refuge 
and the folks who welcome and interact with all the visitors. 
We are always looking for more volunteers. If  you would like to 
share your enjoyment of  the refuge with others, we would love to 
have your help. Besides being a worthwhile thing to do, it’s fun! 
Training is provided, and there are lots of  resources available; you 
don’t need to be an expert to volunteer. 

There is a lot going on at 
the Wildlife Center, so we 
hope you will visit often.  
The photo gallery and other 
exhibits change frequently. 
Remember that Friends 
members receive a 10% 
discount on all purchases in 
Nature’s Overlook, so that is a 
great place to buy books and 
gifts for yourself  or others, 
while also contributing to the 
Refuge. 
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Volunteer Crews Active in Restoration Work
Northwest Youth Corps – High school and college age 
crews spent six weeks on the refuge this summer 
focused on habitat maintenance work.  Projects 
included fence removal at Wapato Lake and the Rock 
Creek unit and several invasive species control projects 
on various units.

George Fox University – A group of  students and staff  
from George Fox University removed invasive red 
hawthorn trees for the annual George Fox Serve Day.

Warner Pacific University – A group of  students and 
staff  from Warner Pacific University came to the 
refuge for the first time for their Service Day and also 
removed invasive red hawthorn trees.
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Northwest Youth Corps crew stands in front of a pile of invasive red hawthorn trees.

Crafty Friends meet regularly to work on unique 
creations for Nature’s Overlook.
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
Submitted by Tom Hartz, FOR Board Member;  

Jenna Mendenhall, Conservation Education Coordinator; and Rachel Dunham, 
Wildlife Center and Interpretive Program Coordinator

This year has been a busy one with staff  and program transitions, 
and many visitors, but it has been a huge success! Friends staff  
and volunteers greeted over 30,000 visitors in the Wildlife Center 
and Education Shelter. We led educational and interpretive 
activities for over 5,300 Refuge visitors, including guided walks, 
formal field trips, off  site events, and evening programs. As our 
programs continue to grow, we cannot thank the volunteers 
and funders who support the work that is happening here. A 
huge thank you to: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Gray Family 
Foundation, Juan Young Trust, Grasmejeto and the Wheeler 
Family for their continued support in connecting people with 
nature. Please read below for more information about what a great 
year it has been for environmental education and interpretation at 
the refuge!

Staffing
In late March the Friends hired Rachel Dunham as the Wildlife 
Center and Interpretive Program Coordinator. Her role is to 
oversee the operations of  the Wildlife Center including opening 
and closing, as well as volunteer recruitment, training, and 
management. She also manages the Trail Roving program. Rachel 
has been working hard to expand and build the Interpretive 
Program to include volunteer Interpretive Guides and to 
provide more program options. Rachel has developed and led an 
Interpretive Guide Training, as well as coordinated and led the 
All-Volunteer Orientation. Additionally, she is responsible for 
the Enrichment Program (Extended Learning); ensuring that 
there are interesting opportunities for volunteers to expand their 
interests and knowledge. Rachel has been the lead for several 
projects including a Pollinator Exhibit which is on display in the 
Wildlife Center. She is a great part of  the team, and we are happy 
she is here!

Jenna Mendenhall continues her role as the Conservation 
Education Lead Coordinator. This year Jenna has put in a strong 
effort to continue building and developing new partnerships with 
organizations such as: the Confederated Tribes of  Grand Ronde, 
Tualatin Riverkeepers, Oregon Natural Resources Education 
Program, Ecology in Classrooms, Adelantes Mujeres, Sherwood 
School District, and Portland State University. She has become 
involved in several statewide programs and organizations 
including: Environmental Education Association of  Oregon 
(Treasurer and Board Member) and the Oregon Environmental 
Literacy Program (Regional Team Member). She continues her 
work for the Oregon Natural Resources Education Program 
as a Master Facilitator for the Stewardship Schools Program, 
which teaches schools to incorporate natural resources into their 
curricula and classrooms. Jenna is looking forward to another year 
of  developing relationships and getting outside!

Education Program
During the last year the staff  and Education Committee has 
been working hard on transitioning from a teacher-led model to 
a naturalist-led model. This change is a reflection of  a program 
evaluation that occurred last fall where naturalists and educators 
were surveyed about the program. The decision was made to 
move toward a model where the volunteer naturalist is leading 
the activities during the formal field trips. There will be several 
themed trips teachers will be able to choose based on grade level 
and their curriculum. The goal is to have three trips ready to be 
shown to the staff  and other naturalists in January 2016. This is 
a big step for the education program, but we are looking forward 
to having more time during visits to work with students outside! 

This transition will also give more structure for the 
naturalists.

Interpretive Program
Now that the refuge has an Interpretive Program 
Coordinator, we are working to improve and expand the 
interpretive programs offered at the refuge. You might be 
wondering what interpretation is and how it is different 
from education. Although education and interpretation 
are at times intertwined they have distinct audiences 
and outcomes. While education is focused on captive 
audiences such as school groups, scouts, and educators, 
interpretation is for the non-captive audience. Non-captive 
audiences include the everyday visitor, adult clubs and 
families. Education is objective driven with learning goals. 
Interpretation is theme based with the goal of  connecting 
visitors to the refuge. They are both important in achieving 
the refuge’s goal of  connecting people with nature. 

The Interpretive Program provides opportunities for 
visitors to connect with the natural environment while on 
and off  the refuge. It is our goal to provide opportunities 
that engage visitors of  all interest levels, backgrounds, 
ages and education levels in order to inspire and motivate 
visitors to get involved in any avenue that contributes to 
the conservation of  our environment. Interpretation is not 
limited to organized programs such as guided walks and 
weekend stations but also impromptu conversations, refuge 
orientation, and outreach.

This year over 400 visitors participated in Interpretive 
Programs on the refuge. Programs included Night at the 
Refuge, Owl Prowls, Guided Nature Walks, Interpretive 
Stations, and Bats of  the Night. The Guided Nature 
Walks were started by a small group of  Naturalists and 
have continued to be a flourishing program. Additionally, 
this spring there was a two-day Interpretive Guide 
Training where 20 current and new volunteers learned 
about the history, purpose, principles, and techniques 
of  interpretation. Since then, a few Interpretive Guides, 
including Sarah Williams, our Habitat Restoration 
Specialist, have created an Interpretive Station on invasive 
species. Having Interpretive Stations on the trails during 
busy seasons is an exciting opportunity to connect with 
visitors and enrich their experience while on the refuge. 

7
Visitors learn about invasive species from Habitat Restoraation Specialist Sarah Williams.



the third year the refuge has worked with this program, but this 
year was different as every sixth grader in the Sherwood School 
District visited the refuge at least once during the program. 
That’s a total of  340 students! The sixth grade students worked 
with the Portland State students on a project of  their choosing, 
which included studies of  the number of  macroinvertebrates 
in Rock Creek versus the Tualatin River. At the end of  their 
research, each group made a presentation to their peers in the 
Riparian Room on the refuge.

As always, the Puddle Stompers program was very popular with 
over 350 blossoming naturalists attending a themed program. 
This year Jenna has been working with several volunteers 
to develop themed trips that each has a craft, story time, and 
exploration time outside. Themes include frogs, birds, and bugs, 
but more will be added soon. The goal of  this program is to 
have a place for young children and their families to explore and 
experience nature in a safe and fun way. This year we are looking 
to expand the program into other parts of  the year to allow for 
more families to participate.

Educator Workshops
Providing resources and experience to educators for getting 
students outside is a large focus of  the education program. The 
refuge trained over 200 educators this year and continued to 
work closely with longtime partner, Oregon Natural Resources 
Education Program (ONREP). The refuge continued working 
with pre-service teachers from George Fox University and led 
four workshops focused on developing lessons based on natural 
resource curricula. We look forward to working more with 
George Fox University and ONREP in the future!

Volunteer Program
A big project we have been working on this year is an All-
Volunteer Orientation. We kickstarted our first one in August 
and will continue to hold them throughout the year. This is to 
ensure that all the refuge volunteers have a good base knowledge 
of  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Friends and their important 
relationship to the refuge, history of  the refuge, safety, current 
issues, refuge programs, and volunteer opportunities. Both current 
and new volunteers will attend this orientation, promoting 
consistency and support for our volunteer program. 

Naturalists
The education program relies heavily on the dedicated volunteer 
naturalists who bring their knowledge and experience in working 
with students and educators. Over the last year, 49 volunteers 
donated almost 6400 hours of  their time to this program. Many 
of  these hours were dedicated to helping with the transition of  
the education program from a teacher-led model to a naturalist-
led model.

Trail Rovers
We have quite the team of  dedicated trail rovers who have been 
interacting with visitors and serving as our eyes and ears out on 
the trail. Trail Rovers provide a smiling face, information, and a 
refuge presence. There are a number of  resources available to the 
rovers including bird guides made by Rick Bennett. We want to 
be available to the public both in our Wildlife Center and on our 
trails. Thank you to all the Trail Rovers!

Enrichment Training (Extended Learning)
The enrichment opportunities for volunteers have been extended 
this year to include more variety and useful trainings. Over 150 
volunteers participated in presentations on Mason Bees, Bats of  
the Night, Plant Walks, Birding Basics with Steve Runnels, Earth 
Fit, the History of  the Refuge and a variety of  other programs. 
It is our hope to continue to expand this program to enrich the 
experience our volunteers have during their time at the refuge 
Thanks to all of  the Friends members and volunteers who made 
this year’s programs such a smashing success!

Our hope is that the Interpretive Program continues 
to grow and provide creative and innovative quality 
programing. Ultimately, we hope that every visitor 
connects to the refuge in a meaningful way, inspiring them 
to conserve wild places for the future. 

Special projects
Earlier this year we received a grant from the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service Connecting People with Nature 
team to develop a Pollinator Exhibit. The purpose of  this 
exhibit is to educate the public on pollinators through 
activities and sharing tangible ways to help native 
pollinators. A few of  the components include a model 
flower, bee, and butterfly to help explain pollination, 
die cuts of  pollinators for kids to color and hang on the 
Wildlife Center wall as a pledge to help pollinators, and 
seed bomb packets for kids to take home. The public needs 
to know about the importance of  pollinators and more 
importantly what they can do to help. It is our hope that 
this exhibit will spark interest in kids and adults.

Outreach
Over 400 people in the community were reached through 
Farmer’s markets (Beaverton, Tualatin, and Tigard), 
special events (Wapato Showdown and the Al’s Garden 
Center basket fundraiser), and presentations. These 
outreach events provide us the opportunity both to 
encourage people to come to the refuge and get involved in 
our programs and also to educate the public about the role 
of  the Friends of  the Refuge  in supporting the mission of  
the Fish and Wildlife Service. Finally, we inspire visitors 
to get involved through Friends Membership and/or 
Volunteering. David Collin, one of  our volunteers and 
Friends members, did several presentations for a number 
of  community organizations this year. He has been a huge 
supporter of  the Friends through outreach.

John Gendron, who is an Interpretive Guide and a Friends 
member, created a new Friends of  the Refuge triptych 
for outreach programs. This triptych is used for outreach 
events to explain who the Friends of  the Refuge are and 
showcase the opportunities for visitors and volunteers. We 
hope to continue expanding our outreach opportunities 
and reach communities beyond the borders of  the refuge.

Field Trips
In total, the refuge led over 30 formal field trips with 
nearly 1,500 participants, and 1,366 participants in off-
site programs led by volunteer naturalists. A continued 
partnership this year was with Portland State University 
Capstone students and Sherwood Middle School. This is 
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The new Friends of the Refuge exhibit made its debut at community events 
around the area.
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Tualatin River Bird Festival
TUALATIN RIVER BIRD FESTIVAL

Bonnie Anderson, FOR Board Member
On May 16th, Friends of  
the Refuge and Tualatin 
River National Wildlife 
Refuge hosted the 19th 
Annual Tualatin River 
Bird Festival. The Refuge 
was filled with over 850 
visitors for the one-day 
event. Many of  our 

visitors stated that this was their first time to the Refuge. They 
enjoyed seeing and learning about how a National Wildlife Refuge 
works and participating in all of  the interesting activities.

Early morning bird 
walks began at 5:30 AM 
and included multiple 
USFWS guided walks, 
our first ever Photo 
Society walk and a 
birding 101 walk. Later 
in the day we had the 
always popular “Bugs and 
Slugs” Family walk. Many volunteers were located at different 
areas on the Refuge equipped with spotting scopes and engaging 
items to talk with our visitors including skulls, pelts and nests. 
All of  these activities promote getting our visitors out onto the 
Refuge and to feel comfortable in nature.

This year Darlene Foster 
gave a Native Washut 
Blessing and Wilbur 
Slockish, Chief  of  the 
Klickatat, spoke about 
“What Salmon means to the 
Indian People” The Riparian 
Room and Environmental 
Education Classroom were 
filled with Native American 

Crafts, taught by instructors 
from our “First Making “Classes. These crafts Included cattail 
dolls and ducks, feather and beaded jewelry. Native American 
storytelling was also offered out on the Refuge in the afternoon.

Our partners, Oregon Department of  Fish & Wildlife, provide 
archery and fish casting clinics A special thank you to Mark 
Newell, Outdoor Skills 
Program Coordinator and 
his crew for providing all of  
the equipment and helping 
facilitating these popular 
activities.

This year we brought back the 
Conestoga wagon rides, because 
they were such a big hit last 
year. Thank you to Baggenstos 

Farm Store for the use of  their wagons. We were able 
to provide an hour long ride around the Refuge 3 mile 
seasonal trail to over 60 visitors. We also offered our 
interpretive talk in both English and Spanish.

The Friends provided lumber and pre-made kits for over 
200 bird houses, 60 bat houses and 40 mason bee boards. 
The new addition this year was butterfly house- that we 
quickly ran out of. Volunteers also staffed tables that 
provided valuable information about how to properly use 
these items.

Another special thank you to Carla Hopps, State Chair, 
Oregon Ducks Unlimited, who brought 100 duck decoys 
for children to paint. This was such a popular event last 
year- and we are so pleased to have Carla and her team at 
the festival again.

The Friends also provided the Audubon Society of  
Portland’s Bird of  Prey show at noon. This is our most 
popular activity and allows an opportunity to see these 
majestic birds up close. Deanna Sawtelle from Audubon 
always does a superb job of  engaging and educating the 
audience. 

The Refuge classroom had an array of  drop in craft 
activities. There were so many options to choose from.

This year we had 28 exhibitors on the plaza, the 
environmental education shelter, the Riparian Room, and 
even out on the trail in the Oak Savanna- where you could 
pot your own native plant to take home.

They including SOLVE, 
Clean Water Services, 
Leupold, Ducks 
Unlimited, Tualatin 
River Watershed 
Council, Clackamas 
County Soil & Water 
Conservation District, 
Tualatin Soil & 
Water Conservation 
District, NAYA Family Canoe Journey, Nak-Nu-Wit 
Native American Rehabilitation Association- Child and 
Family Services, Lifeways- Confederated Tribes of  
Grand Ronde- Portland Office, Tualatin Riverkeepers, 
Portland Audubon, Prescott Bluebird Recovery Project, 
The Nature Conservancy, Tualatin River Photographic 
Society, Columbia River Inter-tribal Fish Commission, 
Friends of  Trees, Friends of  Tryon Creek, Ice Age Floods 
Institute, Jackson Bottom Wetlands Preserve, L.L. “Stub” 
Stewart State Park and Friends of  Stub Stewart, Tualatin 
Valley Trout Unlimited, USFWS Fisheries, Washington 
County Visitors Association, US Fish & Wildlife Service 
Law Enforcement and Oregon Department of  Fish and 
Wildlife.
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Each exhibitor shares an important message with our 
visitors about how they can become better stewards of  
our land. Each offer different ways to engage with nature, 
conservation and the community. We bring these important 
resources together at the festival because they provide our 
visitors with additional knowledge about ways that they can 
make a positive impact on our environment.

This year we even had our own selfie booth with our own 
#TRBirdFest and a Facebook Trivia Challenge.

This festival is the culmination of  a year’s worth of  
planning by our incredibly dedicated Festival Planning 
Committee. Volunteers are the heart and soul of  the Refuge 
and never more so than at the festival. This amazing 
committee took care of  everything from cutting all of  the 
wood for the building kits- to arranging all of  the logistical 
needs for each one of  our 28 exhibitors. This event 
could never work without the dedication of  the planning 
committee and the volunteers that help on the day of  the 
event!         

The Friends of  the Refuge and the 2015 Tualatin River Bird 
Festival Committee would like to thank the companies on the 
following page for their generous financial donations. Festival 
sponsorship allows us to continue to offer a high caliber festival to 
our community for free! 

Festival Sponsorships Matter
Help us Thank our Festival Sponsor by supporting them!
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Tualatin River Bird Festival
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Volunteers Contribute almost 24,000 hours to the 
Refuge in 2014! The 2nd annual President’s Volunteer 
Service Award presentation was held before the 
February Friends Board Meeting to honor Friends 
volunteers that have contributed a substantial 
amount of  volunteer time. It was publicized that the 
Friends would be documenting all hours that our 
members contribute to the Refuge and to the Friends 
each year, and that we would begin to honor their 
service annually with this award. This past year, 
volunteers have contributed 23,902 hours to the 
advancement of  Tualatin River National Wildlife 
Refuge and the Friends of  the Refuge. Friends 
of  the Refuge are certified to record and submit 
volunteer service hours to qualify for the President’s 
Volunteer Service Awards.  If  you would like to 
participate, please contact Bonnie Anderson at info@
friendsoftualatinrefuge.org  or (503) 625-5944 x227 
to find out about tracking your volunteer hours. The 
President’s Volunteer Service Award recognizes 
United States Citizens and lawfully admitted 
permanent residents of  the United States who have 
achieved the required number of  hours of  service 
over a 12-month period- or cumulative hours over the 
course of  a lifetime. Award recipients are recognized 
with the official President’s Volunteer Service Award 
pin, a personalized certificate of  achievement and 
a congratulatory letter from the President of  the 
United States.
These are the Friend’s 2014 award recipients by level 
(Volunteer Hours).

Gold Youth: Blair Anderson (198).
Bronze Adult: Arlin Inman(227), Stan Carovano(118), Kristie 
Al-Rashidi(150), Bernie Smith(143), Robin Harrower(103), 
Tom Shreve(100), Bob Try(150), Carolyn Penner(100), 
Charlie Graham(100), James Burrows(119), Jennifer 
Bennett(111), John Marsh(174), Judy Silverforb(116), Larry 
Harrington(198), Laura Grubaugh(133), Luis Olivares(116), 
Mike Smith(229), Pam Farris(122), Paula McCall(111), 
Richard Bennett(127), Roger Baker(107), Ruthann 
Panack(140), Steve Runnels(108), Virginia Parks(223), 
Carolyn Uyemura(116) and Willem Stoeller(100).
Silver Adults: Barbara Allen(341), Bonnie Anderson(369), 
Dawn Carovano(344), Marty Clancy(276), Judith Doyle(270), 
Marilyn Ellis(287), Gary Fawver(276), Bob Fuquay(366), 
Joan Try(255),  Linda Kilgore(359), Sandra Reid(255), Sharon 
Miller(258), Tom Hartz(260), Virginia Maffitt(389), Berk 
Moss(293) and Mike Skinner(258).
Gold Adults: Georgianna Burnett(602), Mary French(511), 
Cheryl Hart(767) and Doug Niwa(614) 

SPECIAL REPORT: 
2nd Annual President’s Volunteer Service Awards

The Friends of  the 
Refuge is a member of  
the Nature Committee of  
the Washington County 
Visitors Association, which 
provides recommendations 
to the WCVA Board 
of  Directors and Staff  
regarding areas relevant 
to the organization’s work. 
The mission of  the Nature 

Committee: (1) Provide 
direction in planning and developing activities and 
resources that will encourage visitation to Washington 
County for the purposes of  wildlife viewing, bird 
watching, and outdoor recreation, (2) Identify key natural 
assets in Washington County and complete an inventory 
of  places to view wildlife throughout Washington County, 
which may include a bird inventory and stories about 
wildlife, and (3) Develop a comprehensive database of  
supporters and organizations to support the committee’s 
work and goals.

The Washington County Nature Passport has proven 
to be a good way to facilitate the work and goals of  the 
Nature Committee by introducing people to the many 

SPECIAL REPORT: 
Friends of the Refuge Involvement in Washington County Visitor Association

Debbie Marsh, Friends Member
natural resources and 
places within Washington 
County. This pocket 
reference lists all of  the 
organizations and natural 
sites in Washington 
County giving a brief  
description, location, 
hours of  operation, and 
a section to document 
one’s visitation by way 
of  rubber stamping. 
The TRNWR Nature’s 
Overlook Store has 
distributed at least 700 of  
these Nature Passports 
over the last year. 

For more information on 
the Nature Committee 
and Nature Passport see: 
Oregon’s Washington 
County-The Tualatin 
Valley- Official Visitor’s Guide at oregonswashingtoncounty.com, and 
the Tualatin River National Wildlife Refuge- Nature’s Overlook 
Store at friendsoftualatinrefuge.org.
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Over 700 visitors have picked up WCVA Nature Passports 
in the Wildlife Center at Tualatin River NWR. This resource 
introduces people to the many natural places around 
Washington County.
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SPECIAL REPORT: 
A Message from the Refuge Manager

Greetings Friends – It is hard to imagine that another year has 
already gone by at Tualatin River NWR, and what a year it has 
been! 2015 was a year of  change, opportunity, and growth for the 
Tualatin River NWR and for the Friends of  the Tualatin River 
NWR. It has been an exciting time, but also a time of  uncertainty. 
Yet, we pulled together as a team and have forged ahead together 
to develop new programs, welcome new staff, and continue to 
support each other.

Two of  the biggest changes we have seen this past year are the 
Urban Wildlife Conservation Program and the staffing changes 
for both the Refuge and the Friends. 

On April 21st, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service announced that 
the Portland-Vancouver 
Urban Wildlife 
Program won the Urban 
Challenge which was 
submitted by Tualatin 
River NWR. Dan Ashe, 
Director of  the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, 
made this announcement 
at the Oregon Zoo 
while participating in 

the Spring Intertwine Summit. There were hundreds of  people in 
attendance and the support for the Urban Wildlife Conservation 
Program and the Tualatin River NWR was tremendous. I was 
proud to have the Friends by my side as Director Ashe made the 
announcement. Since the announcement, the Refuge has been 
very busy implementing the program, building partnerships, and 
getting our message into the community. With the help of  you, 
our Friends, we have been able to continue the great work we 
are doing here 
at ‘home.’ Thank 
you for all your 
support as we 
embark on this 
new endeavor. 

We have also seen 
a lot of  staffing 
changes for both 
the Refuge and 
the Friends this 
year. It has been 
a busy time filled 
with new faces and 
new roles. I am happy to say that we have a full house! Some of  the 
new additions and changes include; Eva Kristofik, Deputy Project 
Leader, Curt Mykut, Refuge Wildlife Biologist, Trevor Sheffels, 
Refuge Biological Technician, Kim Strassburg, Urban Refuge 
Coordinator, and Mark Newell, Acting Visitor Services Manager. 
We also hosted the Northwest Youth Conservation Corps and a 
student intern through the Student Conservation Association, 
Sarah Williams. The Friends have also had changes and new faces. 
It was great to see the youth that were supported by the Friends 

-- Olivia, Dhara, 
Brenda, Lily, and 
Ashley -- working 
for the Friends 
through different 
programs. Other 
changes have been 
the addition of  
Rachel Dunham 
as the new 
Wildlife Center 
Coordinator and 
Sarah Williams as 
the Habitat Restoration Specialist. As we said goodbye 
to old friends and welcomed new ones, one thing I can 

always count on is that 
the Friends will welcome 
and embrace people with 
open arms. Thank you for 
helping to make this place a 
wonderful place to work for 
all people.

In addition to your annual 
events, which I have seen you work hard to improve 
every year (BirdFest, Nature Camp, etc…), you have been 
expanding your support efforts as well. You have started 
a new volunteer orientation program, revitalized the 
Naturalist training program, expanded the role of  the 
Wildlife Center Coordinator, conducted a tremendous 
restoration effort in which over 12,000 trees were planted, 
and you have also built a great relationship with Native 
American groups.
You have also expanded into a national leadership role in 
which other refuge Friends groups within the National 
Wildlife Refuge System are seeking your input and your 
advice on how to be effective Friends. You hosted a very 
successful Peer-to-Peer workshop that brought in Friends 
and Refuge staff  from all over the Region.

I have watched with pride as your president, Cheryl Hart, 
has expanded her role in leadership working with other 
refuges. Cheryl has been involved at both the regional and 
national levels of  leadership. She has served as a mentor 
to other Friends and Refuges, taught at NCTC, and is 
a role model for Friends groups across the county. She 
is also a role model for me and I admire her very much. 
As her presidency term comes to a close, all of  us here 
at Tualatin River NWR want to thank her for her hard 
work and dedication to the conservation of  our nation’s 
natural resources. Her leadership of  the Friends and her 
friendship of  the Refuge has been inspirational. 
From all of  us at the Refuge - thank you Friends for all 
that you do. Your work reaches far beyond the boundaries 
of  Tualatin River NWR and not only helps to protect our 
precious resources, but also the resources of  this country. 
We look forward to a new year with you!

-Erin Holmes, Refuge Manager

Refuge Report

The Urban Conservation Program funding was announced during The 
Intertwin Summit at the Oregon Zoo.

Trevor Sheffels made the transition from Friends staff to 
Refuge staff this year.

Eva Kristofek and Rachel Dunham.

Refuge manager Erin Holmes and Board member  Keith Mays.



 Term Ends
Bonnie Anderson 9/30/16
Gary Fawver 9/30/17
Mary French 9/30/17
Cheryl Hart 9/30/16
Tom Hartz 9/30/17
John Marsh 9/30/17
Keith Mays 9/30/16

Over the past several years the Friends have actively 
opposed the development of  Poole Quarry by Tonquin 
Holdings. This quarry would be located on land adjacent 
to the Refuge in the upper Rock Creek watershed. Our 
opposition is based on scientific evidence that the mine 
will harm Refuge wetlands and other important ecosystem 
features. In 2012, along with the Friends of  Rock Creek 
and Raindrops to Refuge, we prevailed in our appeal to 
the Land Use Board of  Appeals (LUBA) on the issuance 
of  the permit by Clackamas County to allow the proposed 
aggregate surface mining operation. After that the Poole 
Quarry proponents proposed changing the use designation 
for the land where the quarry would be developed to a 
“significant mineral and aggregate resource.” In 2014, 
Clackamas County approved the change in land use 
designation and subsequently issued the required county 
permit. The proponents for the quarry are now very close 
to submitting an application to the Corps of  Engineers 
(COE) for a permit that provides for compliance with the 
federal Clean Water Act. The Friends and other opponents 
intend to fully participate in this permitting process to 
ensure that the COE is made aware of  concerns that the 
quarry would have adverse effects on the refuge. We will 
keep you posted with updates on this important issue, and 
actions that Friends members can take to address this 
important issue.

SPECIAL REPORT: 
Update on Poole Quarry

John Marsh, Friends Board Member
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SPECIAL REPORT: 
Board Members - 2015

 Term Ends
Michelle Miller 9/30/15
Sharon Miller 9/30/17
Don Nelson 9/30/17
Peter Paquet 9/30/17
Ed Squiers 9/30/17
Willem Stoeller 9/30/15
CeCe Whitewolf  9/30/17
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Map by David Badders  excerpted from an Oregonian article, October 29, 2013, authored by Fenit Nirrapil
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SPECIAL REPORT: 
Tualatin River Photographic Society

Don Nelson, FOR Board Member
The Photographic Society welcomed a diverse and incredibly 
talented assortment of  presenters to share their experience and 
expertise with the group: 

October – We had programs covering NANPA guidelines for 
ethical field photography and waterfall photography.

November – We enjoyed a program on lightning triggers and a 
presentation by Kristen Nelson on iPhone photography including 
various inexpensive/free apps for the iPhone.

December – Photographer Sharon O’Keefe showed us many ideas 
for taking holiday season photographs. This was followed by a 
program on Sedona Arizona photographs.

January – Noted black/white photographer Brian Kosoff  joined 
us for an evening of  Black and White landscape photography.

February – We viewed one of  noted bird photographer Alan 
Murphy’s videos on backyard bird photography and saw some 
images from a recent Alan Murphy workshop in south Texas. 
Certainly everyone has seen Alan’s photographs on the covers of  
many different Birding magazines as well as Audubon, etc.

March – Birds of  Oregon author John Rakestraw showed us many 
locations in Oregon that provide opportunities for wildlife and bird 
photography. We also talked about the use of  camo gear in field 
photography. Several blinds were demonstrated and members tried 
on various gear.

April – Noted bird photographer and author Paul Bannick 
joined us from Seattle for a Friday evening talk on fundamentals 

of  bird photography, and a Saturday morning field 
workshop. The workshop was attended by 9 people on 
Sauvie Island. We benefitted from Paul’s instruction 
and guidance as we made pictures of  Osprey, Sandhill 
Cranes, and various smaller sparrows. It was an excellent 
workshop that ended far too quickly. Of  the attendees we 
even had two people from San Francisco that had heard 
Paul speak previously and wanted to join the workshop 
even though they weren’t active wildlife photographers.

May – We hosted a bird photography walk at 
the TRNWR Bird Festival, and manned a booth 
showing photography. Our May program was Macro 
Photography presented by Phil Molzahn (who you may 
find on the refuge on any day making images!)

There were no meetings June-July-August.

September – We had a fabulous program by Tom 
Shreve on photographing in Antarctica. Not only did 
we get to see many images of  penguins/birds and ice, 
but Tom also covered what you need to know prior to 
making your own journey to Antarctica. We also held 
another Photo Society meetup – this time at the Swan 
Island Dahlia farm where the blooms were so plentiful 
compared to prior years.

Plan on joining us for Photo Society programs during 
the 2015-2016 Fiscal Year!

Photographic Society

Fog over the wetlands at Tualatin River NWR by Photographic Society member Bjorn Fredrickson.
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All photos taken at Tualatin River NWR by Bjorn Fredrickson


